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1. What does the phrase “family values” mean? What values are included? What assumptions about families, children, and morality are associated with the term? 

2. How are “good” and “bad” families portrayed in the media? Ask students to bring in examples of families from newspapers, advertisements, or television shows. What characteristics do they have? Brainstorm together about how characteristics that are portrayed as personal, individual, or moral (i.e., parental love, willingness to work hard, appropriate spending habits) might be connected to broader social, political, or economic conditions.

3. Ask students to find examples from the media of “bad” mothers. What accusations are made about them? What other explanations might be offered for their behavior? Just as this article explored the experiences of the kinds of women who might be assumed to be bad mothers in Việt Nam, do the students know anybody who possesses characteristics that fit the stereotype of the bad mother? How do her experiences and life circumstances compare to the image?

4. How do political campaigns talk about families or family values? Provide concrete examples from recent speeches, ads, or articles. What assumptions about family are involved?

5. How do economic or political conditions affect relationships within students’ families? Ask them to think about patterns of work, changing employment options, educational opportunities, and consumption activities.  How do terms such as globalization, downsizing, recession, offshore, childcare, and shopping relate to families’ daily lives?

6. What do students’ see as the most pressing economic concerns facing their country? How might these issues be experienced by families on an intimate level? Think in terms of issues of money, jobs, changing gender roles, concerns about children’s behavior, and education.
